ABSTRACT OF THE INVENTION 


A processor system and method that reduces the number of register value copying made 
from alias registers to corresponding real (architectural) registers. The method entails 
determining whether to copy the register value generated by executing an instruction from the 
alias register to the real register at the time the reorder buffer entry associated with the alias 
register is needed for a new instruction. If before the reorder buffer is needed for a new 
instruction, an interim instruction resulted in a new register value for the real register, then the 
original register value would be invalid at the time the reorder buffer entry is needed for the new 
instruction. Thus, there would not be a need to copy the original register value to the real 
register. The reduction in copying can make the processor system consume less power. 
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